The dearth of information regarding dental caries in white and black preschool children in the United States has resulted in estimates of cariesfree individuals ranging from 98% for the 1-year-old to 22% for the 5-year-old child (WISAN; LAvELL; and COLWELL, JADA 55: 1, 1957; HENNON; STOOKEY; and MUHLER, JADA 79: 1405, 1969 examinations, 96 (52 boys and 44 girls) were given dental examinations. A bilingual Apache woman assisted. Only obvious lesions in which soft dentin could be detected were considered to be lesions of caries. Dental methods, followed that of a previous report (INFANTE and RUSSELL, 1974). One boy less than 1 year old and two girls just more than 6 years old were eliminated from caries analyses.
The dearth of information regarding dental caries in white and black preschool children in the United States has resulted in estimates of cariesfree individuals ranging from 98% for the 1-year-old to 22% for the 5-year-old child (WISAN; LAvELL; and COLWELL, JADA 55: 1, 1957; HENNON; STOOKEY; and MUHLER, JADA 79: 1405, 1969 (INFANTE and RUSSELL, 1974) . One boy less than 1 year old and two girls just more than 6 years old were eliminated from caries analyses.
Since no sex differences in caries experience were observed, data for boys and girls were combined. As shown in the table, the mean numbers of decayed deciduous teeth and tooth surfaces as well as the percent of children who were cariesfree show a high degree of caries experience at early ages. Five-year-old children are usually reported to have an average of about four decayed deciduous teeth and about 25 to 30% were estimated to be cariesfree. Two-yearold children in this study averaged more than six decayed teeth and only 11% were cariesfree. In children two years old and younger, the greater proportion of caries activity was observed in the anterior teeth, whereas children 3 to 5 years of age had more carious teeth in the posterior segment. Linear enamel hypoplasia of the anterior teeth (19 to 39% were estimated to have developed this defect [IN-FANTE, Ecol Food Nutr 3: 155-156, 1974] ) appeared to be associated with the high caries attack rate in the anterior teeth. Although this hypoplastic defect is rarely manifested clinically in the posterior teeth, it was observed that seven of nine children older than 2.5 years of age (usual age of completion of deciduous tooth emergence) who were positively identified as having hypoplasia in the anterior teeth also had a greater number of decayed molars than the expected-for-age in this population. Factors associated with the high attack rate in the posterior teeth at early ages in such populations would seem to merit further investigation. 
